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A Hilltop 
Home with 
History
Zobrist Design Group brings 
its seamless design-build 
process to reimagining 
traditional architecture in a 
modern family home
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TRADITION REIMAGINED 
The Hyde Park Colonial home began with a 
uniquely situated parcel on a private lane—its 
irregular shape offering sweeping views but 
no clear orientation for the home. The firm’s 
solution placed the entry facing the lane, 
with a subtle turn within the foyer drawing the 
eye to the backyard and skyline beyond.

“The foyer reorients your focus the 
moment you arrive,” says Zobrist, “pulling 
the gaze to the heart of the home.”

Architecturally, the design honors the 
family’s Cincinnati roots while borrowing 
from the shingle-style traditions of the East 
Coast. Hand-hewn stonework recalls the 
city’s historic estates, while cedar shingles, 
wood trim, and copper accents promise to 
weather gracefully into the neighborhood’s 
architectural fabric.

“We wanted the house to feel as though it 
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H igh above the city, where 
Cincinnati’s skyline meets the 
horizon, sits The Hyde Park Colonial 

home with its stunning views and stately 
presence. Designed by Zobrist Design 
Group, the home channels the grace of 
century-old estates while embracing the 
needs of contemporary family life. It is a 
home where craftsmanship and comfort 
converge, shaped through the firm’s all-
under-one-roof approach: architecture, 
interiors, and construction conceived and 
built as one.

“The architecture comes first,” says Kurt 
Zobrist, principal architect and owner. “The 
Hyde Park Colonial is a great example 
of how establishing a clear architectural 
identity guides every design decision.”

For more than two decades, Zobrist 
Design Group has refined its philosophy 
across many of Cincinnati’s storied 
neighborhoods. Whether designing new 
builds or transforming historic properties, 
the firm creates homes that feel rooted in 
their surroundings yet attuned to modern 
living. Zobrist Design Group’s integrated 
process ensures the path from concept to 
completion is as seamless as the design.

“By keeping everything in-house, nothing 
is lost in translation,” Zobrist notes. “It allows 
us to adapt in real time while maintaining the 
integrity of the design.”

For the team, architecture begins with 
functionality. Every Zobrist Design Group 
home is designed to maximize flow, light, 
and connection, making day-to-day life as 
effortless as it is intuitive. With The Hyde 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The stunning two-
story foyer ringed by a grand staircase imparts the 
sense of stepping into a historic home. Darkly hued 
custom molding and wainscoting complemented 
by brass fixtures and fittings lend elegant vintage 
character to a powder room. An airy contemporary 
kitchen is anchored by a coffered ceiling, traditional 
cabinetry, double islands, and a sunlit bay window. 
A study lined with timber beams and nautical relics 
nods to the owner’s past. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The Hyde Park Colonial 
echoes the historical homes of Cincinnati with 
a modern twist. A coffered ceiling and custom 
railings add artistic flair to the inviting outdoor 
deck. A children’s slide from the ground floor 
to the basement adds a whimsical note to the 
home’s family-centered identity. Hand-hewn 
stonework recalls Cincinnati’s historic estates 
while cedar shingles, wood trim, and copper 
accents add timeless character. 
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had always been there,” Zobrist says. “Natural 
materials evoke that sense of history.”

Inside, spaces unfold in a series of warm, 
connected realms. The kitchen, anchored 
by double islands and a sunlit bay window, 
invites gathering while its visual connection 
to the living room fosters uninterrupted 
conversation and sightlines. Outdoors, a 
covered porch with bluestone flooring, 
retractable screens, and heaters extends 
outdoor living well into the chillier months.

“The goal was a house that embraces life 
with four children and accommodates large 
family gatherings,” he says. “Every choice 
supported that vision.”

Whimsical notes punctuate the home’s 
refined architecture: a study lined with curved 
timber beams and nautical relics nod to the 
owner’s merchant marine past while a hidden 
wine room tucked behind a bookcase and a 

Park Colonial home, that meant designing 
for both the family’s present and future.

“The clients are a young family,” he 
explains. “Our focus was to create a home 
that could grow with them, supporting 
today’s routines as well as the life they’ll 
build over decades.”

children’s slide from the ground floor to the 
basement infuse the home with the warmth 
and personality of the family who lives 
there. The result is a residence that balances 
elegance with authenticity, built to welcome 
everyday living and future memories.

“At the end of the day, our role is to create 
a backdrop for life,” Zobrist reflects. “When 
a home is rooted in craftsmanship and 
authenticity, it feels timeless, ready to tell its 
story for generations.”


